
The Clover Communique
Champaign County                                                                                     September 25, 2023

Hope you have all recovered  from a busy   
         summer and enjoying the start of the fall

                                                                        season.  Many put 4-H and  project thoughts out 
            of their minds. I’m excited to say, we are 
            doing just the opposite in the 4-H office.  
            Banner designs for 2024 have already  been 
   approved.  Ribbon orders are ready to send, ear tags     

animal ear tags arrived today and so much more in planning 2024.   As one season winds down, we gear up for 
another.  In order to help us, please complete the End of Year Survey to help us to continue to Make the Best 
Better Click here to complete EOY Survey.  Survey is open till September 30th.  You should have received an email
Through 4Honline at the end of August.  This is same survey. 

At the end of the Communique is the Schedule for 2024.  More events and activities may be added.  Please 
mark your calendars now for the important dates of Quality Assurance Trainings, Skill-a-thons, Judging Week 
and Camps.    

We would love to have new members and involvement in our advisory committees/project planning groups.  
Your input is valuable. Fresh, new ideas, faces and hands are always welcome.  Most groups meet every other 
month unless they are a very active group and plan events year- round.  The Calendar reflects those meeting 
times. 

https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8e9106pY2WaU0Wq


Everyone is doing a great job sending Thank you Cards this year.  We are hearing positive feedback.  
Livestock checks went out this past week.  Be sure to get the thank you notes out for your 
supporters to keep them coming back! 

NEW for 2024: Ohio State Fair will NOT be providing EID tags for market beef entries.  Exhibitors must get their 
own 840 tags.  The EID 840 tag number MUST be listed on the envelope with the DNA sample. The DNA sample
kits will be available in the Extension Office in November. State Fair deadline is January 15th to submit DNA sample. 

Youth showing at any of the BEST sanctioned shows must have EID tags in their calves prior to the first show in 
which they exhibit.  BEST shows prior to January 15 deadline to submit samples to OSF include: Mardi Gras 
Masquerade (November 17-19, Circleville), AGR Holiday Classic (December 8-10, Columbus), Saddle & Sirloin 
Spectacular (December 29-31, Circleville), and Scarlet & Gray Midwest Showdown (January 5-7, Columbus).

NEW for 2024 County: In order to assist many of our exhibitors who participate in State Fair and BEST Shows, the 
County will be using 840 EID tags on all fats this year.  The tags are currently on order and should be here in 
approximately two weeks. If you have a beef animal you plan to tag in December and are taking to state or 
BEST shows, you may get a tag early.  The County tags are for only those beef animals going to be carried as 2024 
4-H and FFA projects.  The Extension Office will send out a notice when the 840 tags arrive.   If you have questions, 
contact Melinda Ryan. 

We are in the process of putting together information about clubs to distribute during our school visits.  Please  let 
us know the following: 

1. Are you taking new members in 2024
2. What projects will you accept in your club in 2024. ( Make sure you have a knowledgeable advisor for projects
          you accept.) 
3. Who will be your head Advisor? (The Main Advisor responsible for all the paperwork and liason to Extension
            office).

NEW Volunteers: 
Advisor applications are available on the website and at the Extension Office.  Please hold off on getting 
fingerprints until our 2023 4H Online year rolls over.  Fingerprints can be done after November 15th for new 
advisors.  



Be sure to visit the Urbana TSC Store during Paper Clover Days October 4th-15th.  The money raised 
supports local 4-H.  Champaign County 4-H is very grateful for our local TSC.  They help sponsor our 

King of the Ring Contest each year, give buckets to our horse exhibitors and dairy exhibitors.  Give back 
by purchasing your supplies at Urbana TSC.   



JOIN CHAMPAIGN COUNTY AG SOCIETY TO VOTE OR RUN For a SEAT

If you would like to be a member of the Champaign County Ag Society and be a voting member or run for 
a fair board seat,  contact Meredith Bodey by emailing Meredith.bodey@yahoo.com or you can stop by 
and see her at the Elections Office located in the Champaign County Community Center.   The following 
township seats are up for election this year: 
Adams, Concord, Harrison, Mad River, Salem, Union, Urbana and Urbana City. 
Elections will be held November 11, 2023 at the fairgrounds. 

https://ohio4h.org/awardsandscholarships

We have amazing members doing great things and deserve to be recognized for it at the state and national levels. 
There are so many opportunities outside of the county that 4-H has to offer.  Older teens, please take advantage of 
these opportunities. Here is the link for awards and scholarships that are available for older teens. 

The next two pages are flyers about the Ohio Achievement Record Training.  Take the opportunity to learn more on 
 the zoom offered.  Advisors and parents, encourage your members and kids to complete the form and be 
honored for all they do. Please contact Melinda Ryan for an questions or help on award applications. 

Click here for application

The 4-H Youth Board is going into its 3rd year.  The Board assist with Quality Assurance, Skillathons, has a say
In County 4-H decisions, assist at the fair in the office.  Helps prepare for programs and activities, organizes Annual 
Egg Hunt, Manages the Urbana Antique Show and Flea Market as a fund raiser.  The Board gave over $3,000 toward
Fair awards and sponsors at the 2023 Fair.  This group is a working group and has lots of fun.  

Click Here for Application

mailto:Meredith.bodey@yahoo.com
https://ohio4h.org/awardsandscholarships
https://champaign.osu.edu/sites/champaign/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/4HCamp/2024%20counselor%20applicant%20letter.pdf
https://champaign.osu.edu/sites/champaign/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/4HMemberForms/2024%20Youth%20Board%20Application.pdf








Ohio 4-H Global Immersion Project - Greece
When:  March 31st – April 10th, 2024.  
Who:  Ohio 4-H Teens 15-18 (Teens are nominated by Ohio 4-H Professionals)
Where:  American Farm School (https://www.afs.edu.gr/) - Thessaloniki, Greece
What:  Cross-Cultural and Agricultural Career field exploration program designed to help youth learn about 

Ag careers, cross-cultural interactions, workforce preparation and leadership skills.  Teens will be part of 
a “Work Internship” with AFS Greek high school students and work in cohorts to focus on different 

Agricultural program units that include:  Animal and Plant Production, Food Science & Technology, and more.  
Cost:  To be determined – final cost based on Grants received (Estimate- $2,400 – includes airfare, most meals, 

lodging, ground transportation, park entrance and program fees.)  

Participant Selection:  Ohio 4-H Professionals have the opportunity to nominate youth.  Final selection will be 
based on geographic and demographic characteristics and the below criteria:  

• Have an interest in agriculture or are unsure what career path they’d like to pursue.
• Can embrace unique and different cultures beyond their local communities.
• Willing to share their experiences through presentations, blogs, photos, etc. at the local and state level.
• A good representation of the local 4-H program.
• Teen who has not expressed interest in pursuing statewide 4-H opportunities before.

Additional Trip Components Include:
Student Workshops:  Tasting and Sensory analysis of Olive Oil, Cheese, and other local foods.  Mediterranean 
diet:  science and culture.  

Recreation:  Sports, teambuilding and Leadership activities with AFS students, hiking Mount Olympus (highest 
peak in Greece – 9,573 

ft.), trekking in Enipea Canyon, waterfalls, and more

Tours:  Meteora (11th Century Monasteries built on gigantic rocks), Farmers Market of Voulgari, Aristotle’s Park, 
Anel Honey Park, 

Marianna’s Vine leaves (pit stop featured on Amazing Race – Season #35) and more…

If you are interested in being the Champaign County nominee for this trip, contact Melinda Ryan to set  up an 
interview.  Interviews will be done on Tuesday, October 3rd at the Extension Office. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.afs.edu.gr/__;!!KGKeukY!1mpHJAmf_lzW4HecfQoFgnVn4tis9RZCXmn0BJckg9DSE6-c4gXo1rgCwzrMqT2ZM0NfMbnsNAPSNPVRev7QiLy8HkM1vK0CoVo$


More trip information: https://warren.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/urban-immersion-
project/ohio-4-h-global-immersion-project-greece

More information about the history of the American Farm School: https://www.greece-is.com/the-american-
farm-school-21st-century-farming/

 
NOTE:  In July/August 2024 an Ohio Immersion Experience is tentatively scheduled that would include Greek 
high school youth from the American Farm School visiting Ohio.  The exact dates, trip location, and 
programming are still in the planning phase. 

Mark your calendars to attend the 4-H Achievement Night on November 16 beginning at 6pm.  Clubs and 
members will be honored and receive awards for:
Honor Clubs * Best Kept Exhibits at Fair* Booth Awards * Bronze, Silver, Gold 4-H Honor Awards* State 
Fair Winners Recognized*  5, 10, 11, 12, and above membership awards* Skill-a-thons Winners * Jr 
Committees* Speaking Contest Winners* and more.  
Along with awards, learn about new opportunities for 2024 and enjoy ice cream with your family and 
friends. 

https://warren.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/urban-immersion-project/ohio-4-h-global-immersion-project-greece
https://warren.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/urban-immersion-project/ohio-4-h-global-immersion-project-greece
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.greece-is.com/the-american-farm-school-21st-century-farming/__;!!KGKeukY!1mpHJAmf_lzW4HecfQoFgnVn4tis9RZCXmn0BJckg9DSE6-c4gXo1rgCwzrMqT2ZM0NfMbnsNAPSNPVRev7QiLy8HkM1_F-oLyI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.greece-is.com/the-american-farm-school-21st-century-farming/__;!!KGKeukY!1mpHJAmf_lzW4HecfQoFgnVn4tis9RZCXmn0BJckg9DSE6-c4gXo1rgCwzrMqT2ZM0NfMbnsNAPSNPVRev7QiLy8HkM1_F-oLyI$


2023-2024 Important Dates

The main dates for 2023-2024 have been set.  Many ask early to help in planning vacations.  Additional details 
and dates on other events will be forthcoming. A calendar will be included with each Communique.  

Date Event Name Time Location

2023

09/29/23 4-H Youth Board/Camp Couns. Apps Due

10/12/23 4-H Youth Board Interviews 5-8pm Room B

10/16/23 FCS Meeting 6:30-8pm Auditorium

10/17/23 Camp Counselor Interviews 6-8pm Room B

10/18/23 Camp Counselor Interviews 6-8pm Room B

10/19/23 Camp Counselor Interviews 6-8pm Room B

11/10/23 Extension Office Closed - -

11/12/23 4-H Youth Board Meeting 4-5:30pm Auditorium

11/13/23 Jr & Sr Rabbit/Cavy Councils Meetings 6-8pm Room B

11/16/23 4-H Achievement Night 6pm Auditorium

11/17/23 FFCAB Applications Avail, Due 12/15 - -

11/19/23 4-H Youth Board & Camp Couns Outing TBA Camp Clifton

11/23 - 11/24 Extension Office Closed - -

12/14/23 Advisor Appreciation Dinner & Training 6pm Auditorium

12/25 - 12/26 Extension Office Closed - -

12/28/23 Camp Counselor Training 11am-5pm Auditorium



Date Event Name Time Location

2024

01/01/24 Extension Office Closed - -

01/02/24 Sheepman's Association Meeting 6-7pm Auditorium

01/02/24 Jr & Sr Poultry Council Meetings 6-8pm Room B

01/04/24 Fairboard Meeting 7pm Fairgrounds

1/6 - 1/7 Flea Market Weekend - Fairgrounds

01/08/24 Dairy Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium

01/10/24 Jr Goat Council Meeting 6-7pm Room B

01/10/24 Sr Horse Advisors Meeting 6-7pm Auditorium

01/10/24 Jr Horse Council Meeting 7-8pm Room B

01/10/24 Sr Goat Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium

01/13/24 Dairy Clinic TBA TBA

01/15/24 2023 Club Paperwork Due - -

01/15/24 Extension Office Closed - -

01/16/24 Returning Advisor Training 6-8pm Auditorium

01/21/24 Lamb Banquet 5:30pm Auditorium

01/22/24 FFCAB & FCS Meeting 6:30-8pm Room C

01/23/24 Camp Counselors Training 6-8pm Auditorium

01/25/24 Returning Advisor Training 10am-12pm Auditorium

01/25/24 Returning Advisor Training 6-8pm Auditorium

02/01/24 Fairboard Meeting 7pm Fairgrounds

2/3 - 2/4 Flea Market Weekend - Fairgrounds

02/14/24 Jr Goat Council Meeting 6-7pm Room B

02/14/24 Sr Horse Advisors Meeting 6-7pm Auditorium

02/14/24 Jr Horse Council Meeting 7-8pm Room B

02/14/24 Sr Goat Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium

02/15/24 NEW Advisor Applications Due - -

02/18/24 Horse Tack Swap 9am Fairgrounds

02/20/24 Cloverbud Advisor Training 9-10am Auditorium

02/20/24 NEW Advisor Training 10am-12pm Auditorium

02/20/24 Cloverbud Advisor Training 5-6pm Auditorium

02/20/24 NEW Advisor Training 6-8pm Auditorium

02/28/24 Camp Counselor Training 6-8pm Auditorium

3/2 - 3/3 Flea Market Weekend - Fairgrounds

03/05/24 4-H Project Exploration 5-8pm Auditorium

03/05/24 Sheepman's Association Meeting 6-7pm Room B

03/05/24 Jr & Sr Poultry Council Meetings 6-8pm Room C

03/07/24 Fairboard Meeting 7pm Fairgrounds

03/09/24 4HO Enrollment Training 10am-12pm Auditorium



Date Event Name Time Location

03/11/24 Dairy Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium
03/12/24 4-H Project Exploration 5-8pm Auditorium
03/13/24 Jr Goat Council Meeting 6-7pm Room B
03/13/24 Sr Horse Advisors Meeting 6-7pm Auditorium
03/13/24 Jr Horse Council Meeting 7-8pm Room B
03/13/24 Sr Goat Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium
03/14/24 Cloverbud Advisor Training 9-10am Auditorium
03/14/24 NEW Advisor Training 10am-12pm Auditorium
03/14/24 Cloverbud Advisor Training 5-6pm Auditorium
03/14/24 NEW Advisor Training 6-8pm Auditorium
03/18/24 New 4-H Family Orientation 6-8pm Auditorium
03/19/24 4-H Project Exploration 5-8pm Auditorium
03/26/24 4-H Project Exploration 5-8pm Auditorium
03/28/24 Camp Counselors Training 6-8pm Auditorium
03/31/24 4-H Enrollment Deadline - -

04/01/24 Quality Assurance 6-7pm Auditorium
04/04/24 Fairboard Meeting 7pm Fairgrounds
4/6 - 4/7 Flea Market Weekend - Fairgrounds
04/10/24 Jr Goat Council Meeting 6-7pm Room B
04/10/24 Sr Horse Advisors Meeting 6-7pm Auditorium
04/10/24 Jr Horse Council Meeting 7-8pm Room B
04/10/24 Sr Goat Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium
04/13/24 Poultry Clinic & QA TBA Fairgrounds
04/14/24 Lamb Clinic TBA Fairgrounds
04/18/24 Quality Assurance 6-7pm Auditorium
04/20/24 Scramble Pig Selection 8-9am Fairgrounds
04/20/24 Performance Pig Weigh-In 9am-12pm Fairgrounds
04/20/24 Rabbit Clinic & QA TBA TBA
04/21/24 Camp Counselor Training 1-8pm Camp Clifton

05/01/24 Animals in Possesion of Exhibitors - -
05/01/24 Market Goat & Sheep Tag-In 5-7pm Fairgrounds
05/02/24 Fairboard Meeting 7pm Fairgrounds
5/4 / 5/5 Flea Market Weekend - Fairgrounds
05/07/24 Sheepman's Association Meeting 6-7pm Auditorium
05/07/24 Jr & Sr Poultry Council Meetings 6-8pm Room B
05/08/24 Jr Goat Council Meeting 6-7pm Room B
05/08/24 Sr Horse Advisors Meeting 6-7pm Auditorium
05/08/24 Jr Horse Council Meeting 7-8pm Room B



Date Event Name Time Location

05/08/24 Sr Goat Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium
05/11/24 Dairy Feeder Weigh-In 9-11am Fairgrounds
05/13/24 Dairy Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium
05/14/24 NEW Camp Counselors Training 6-8pm Auditorium
05/15/24 Animal ID Forms Deadline - -
05/16/24 Quality Assurance 6-7pm Auditorium
05/21/24 Quality Assurance 6-7pm Auditorium
05/27/24 Extension Office Closed - -

06/01/24
Quality Assurance / Equistep 
Deadline - -

6/1 - 6/2 Flea Market Weekend - Fairgrounds
06/06/24 Fairboard Meeting 7pm Fairgrounds
06/08/24 Showmanship Clinics (except horse) TBA Fairgrounds
06/08/24 PAS Horse Show TBA Fairgrounds
06/10/24 Dairy Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium

6/10 - 6/13 Non-Livestock Project Clinics 5-7pm Fairgrounds
06/12/24 Jr Goat Council Meeting 6-7pm Room B
06/12/24 Sr Horse Advisors Meeting 6-7pm Auditorium
06/12/24 Jr Horse Council Meeting 7-8pm Room B
06/12/24 Sr Goat Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium
06/14/24 Discovery Day Camp TBA Fairgrounds

06/17/24
Camp Counselors Packing 
Preparation TBA Auditorium

06/18/24 Camp Counselors Training 5:30-8pm Auditorium
06/19/24 Extension Office Closed - -

06/20/24
Health & Safety Public Speaking 
Contest 6-8pm Auditorium

6/23 - 6/27 4-H Camp - Camp Clifton

07/01/24 Skillathon Checkout Cutoff - -
07/02/24 Jr & Sr Poultry Council Meetings 6-8pm Room B
07/02/24 Sheepman's Association Meeting 6-7pm Auditorium
07/04/24 Extension Office Closed - -
7/6 - 7/7 Flea Market Weekend - Fairgrounds
07/08/24 Dairy Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium
07/09/24 Non-Livestock Mock Project Judging 5-7pm Fairgrounds
7/9 - 7/10 Open Skillathon Practice Hours 8am-5pm Auditorium
07/10/24 Jr Goat Council Meeting 6-7pm Room B
07/10/24 Sr Horse Advisors Meeting 6-7pm Auditorium
07/10/24 Jr Horse Council Meeting 7-8pm Room B
07/10/24 Sr Goat Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium

7/10 - 7/13 Non-Livestock Project Judging TBA Fairgrounds



Date Event Name Time Location

7/11 - 7/12 Animal Skillathons (walk-in this year) 8am-8pm Auditorium
7/11 - 7/12 4-H Interview Contests 4-7pm Room B
07/15/24 Cloverbud Camp TBA Camp Clifton
07/24/24 Non-Livestock Post Judging TBA Auditorium
07/31/24 4-H Booth Setup 4-9pm Fairgrounds

08/01/24 4-H Booth Setup 9am-2pm Fairgrounds
8/2 - 8/9 2024 Champaign County Fair - -

09/02/24 Extension Office Closed - -
09/03/24 Jr & Sr Poultry Council Meetings 6-8pm Room B
09/03/24 Sheepman's Association Meeting 6-7pm Auditorium
09/05/24 Fairboard Meeting 7pm Fairgrounds
9/7 - 9/8 Flea Market Weekend - Fairgrounds
09/09/24 Dairy Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium
09/11/24 Jr Goat Council Meeting 6-7pm Room B
09/11/24 Sr Horse Advisors Meeting 6-7pm Auditorium
09/11/24 Jr Horse Council Meeting 7-8pm Room B
09/11/24 Sr Goat Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium

10/03/24 Fairboard Meeting 7pm Fairgrounds
10/5 - 10/6 Flea Market Weekend - -
10/09/24 Jr Goat Council Meeting 6-7pm Room B
10/09/24 Sr Horse Advisors Meeting 6-7pm Auditorium
10/09/24 Jr Horse Council Meeting 7-8pm Room B
10/09/24 Sr Goat Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium
10/14/24 Dairy Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium

11/2 - 11/3 Flea Market Weekend - Fairgrounds
11/05/24 Jr & Sr Poultry Council Meetings 6-8pm Room C
11/05/24 Sheepman's Association Meeting 6-8pm Room B
11/07/24 Fairboard Meeting 7pm Fairgrounds
11/11/24 Extension Office Closed - -
11/13/24 Jr Goat Council Meeting 6-7pm Room B
11/13/24 Sr Goat Council Meeting 7-8pm Auditorium

11/28 - 11/29 Extension Office Closed - -

12/05/24 Fairboard Meeting 7pm Fairgrounds
12/7 - 12/8 Flea Market Weekend - Fairgrounds
12/14/24 Dairy/Beef Steer Weigh-In 9am-12pm Fairgrounds

12/24 - 12/25 Extension Office Closed - -



1512 S US HIGHWAY 68
SUITE B100     
URBANA, OHIO 43078  

CFAES provides research and related educational  programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatorybasis. For more information, visit 
cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this publication,
visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

website: champaign.osu.edu/champ4h

You can also download our app on your phone.  The app is in your apple or google playstore under 
champaign county Ohio 4H.   Look for this emblem:    

Melinda Ryan, 4-H Educator Direct Number 937-772-6018; 
email: ryan.1608@osu.edu

Jenni Nott, 4-H Program Asst. 937-772-6017; 
Kiley Horn, 4-H Program Asst. 937-772-6013

Debra Knowles, Office Associate 937-484-1526
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